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17.1  Read the text in A and answer a potential student’s questions about the university.

1 Is it possible to do a postgraduate degree without having been to university before?

2 Where can I get more information about what qualifications I need for a specific course?
3 Will they want to know about my university grades?

4 When is an IELTS or TOEFL score not needed?

5 What IELTS score should applicants have?

17.2  Match the first half of the word combination on the left with the second half on the right.

personal  financial  seek student opportunities  score student degree
equal mature application  first form competition  guarantee
minimum  tough statement clarification  loan

17.3  Why does the university want each of these things? Answer in full sentences using, where
possible, some of the vocabulary from the opposite page.

1 the names of two referees 4 a transcript of courses taken and grades
2 financial guarantees 5 a minimum TOEFL or IELTS score
3 a personal statement

17.4 Number the actions to show the order in which they usually happen for a prospective student.

wait for the application to be processed

find an appropriate course

attend an interview

attach a personal statement to the form

decide on what career they would like to do

be offered a place

be called for an interview

ask referees if it is all right to put their names on the application form
check that they fulfil the necessary entry requirements

. fill in an application form

17.5 Complete the missing words in this email with words from the opposite page. The first
letter of each word is given to help you.

o
Hi Miles,
I'dloveac.

9. in to Wanstow University todoap.. 9.
.in all the necessary forms and just hope that my academic

will be good enough for them. | think | fulfil all their e,

but who knows! It took me ages to get the t. f my college

, etc. translated but | managed to get everythinginby thed...........
So now | just have to wait to see if they c...... ... me for an interview or not. Flngers
crossed!
Lucia

Look at the website of any English-speaking university that interests you, What information do
they provide about applying to that university? Make a note of any other useful vocabulary you
find there.



Module 7.   Preparation of a grant application in a foreign language to carry out a research or continue education abroad. Preparation of a Resume / CV.
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Here we look at applying for a place at a UK college or university. Institutions following the
US system have different processes, which are usually described on their web pages.

Getting information
Read this information about preparing an application for postgraduate study.

What should I do first?
Do all you can to learn about the careers' that will be open to you after studying - and what qualifications
you will need in order to get the job you want.

What qualifications do I need for postgraduate study?

A first degree is required to study at postgraduate level.

The specific entry requirements for each course of study are listed on the individual course pages.
If needed, clarification’ may be sought” from the department you are applying to.

Your performance in previous schooling is very important to your application proﬂle‘.

What are the requirements for international students?

In addition to the general admission requirements, international applicants must submits:

s A transcrip!‘ of university courses and grades, translated into English, and

* Results of the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) or Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL), unless you have received Engllsh-medium7 education for at least one year.
Applicants must have a minimum IELTS score of 6.5 or a TOEFL score of 580.

Are any grants8 or schnlarships’ available for international students?
Visit our International Office pages for details.

grades received 7 where all the classes are
taught in English ® money given specially by

! the job or series of jobs that you do during
your working life 2 making something clear

by giving more details or a simpler explanation
3 past participle of seek: ‘to look for’ * overall
character of the application ® give something
for a decision to be made by others ® official
document listing courses completed and

The application process

the government to a person to enable them
to study ? money given by a school, college,
university, etc. to pay for the studies of a
person with great ability

Look at this email from Tania to Liam. Tania is applying to study at Wanstow University.

Hi Liam,

Love, Tania

At last I've filled in my application form and sent it off. It took ages. As well as all my personal details they
wanted the names of two referees', financial guarantees?, and | had to attach a personal statement saying
why | wanted to go to Wanstow. Anyway, the deadline? is next Friday, then the website said they'd take about
six weeks to process* the application after they acknowledge? it, then | might be called for® an interview.

By that time the references have to be in. I'm just hoping that because 'm a mature student” | might have a
good chance of being offered a place — Wanstow has a lot of mature students and they have a strong equal
opportunities policy®. The fees® are pretty high, but | can get a student loan'?if | get in'".

! person who knows you and who is willing
to describe and, usually, praise you, to support
your application ? formal acceptance of
financial responsibility and ability to pay

(e.g- proof of a bank account) * final date by
which something must be done * deal with
documents officially * say that they have

received it, NOT aceepted-it ® asked to attend

7 a student at a college or university who is
older than the usual age ® principle of treating
all people the same, regardless of sex, race,
religion, etc. * amount of money paid for a
particular service ' money which must be
repaid when one has completed one’s studies

' (informal) if I am accepted and given a place
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Expressing aims
word example
Gelberate | We took the deliberate decision to keep our
stwdysmall. something negative
goal have something as a goal, achieve your goal | we don't usually say ‘reach your goal’
intention | with the intention of -ng, have no intention | verb = ntend fllowed by the infnidve
of ing.
‘motive. mative for -ng [reason] verb = motivate; more general noun =
motivation
objective | meet'/achieve objectives = what you plan to do or achieve |
priority | top priority, take priority over implies a lsc of important things
| purpose | Our purpose vas to test our theory. on purpose means delberately
strategy | Their strategy vas o proceed slowy. detailed plan for success
arget reachiachievelattain a target | = level or situaton you hope to achieve

! we also talk about meeting criteria

An example of a mission statement

Look at this web page for the Centre of Research into Creation in the Performing Arts. Note
how the aims are expressed through the infinitive and in formal language.

& S
k. Q-

MISSION STATEMENT'

ResCen exists to further the understanding of how artists research and develop new
processes and forms, by working with professional artists and others.

AIS

To establish’ new understandings* of creative methods and their application in practice-
as-research, extending knowledge bases® in these areas

o explore and challenge® traditional hypothesis-based and critical-analytical research
methodologies established within the university

To establish a critical mass’ of artist-researchers, meeting regularly, to instigate® and
inform® new creative work across disciplines

To provide an infrastructure' for practice-led and artist-informed postgraduate study

within the university
To further develop criter

! for the definition and evaluation of creative practice-as-
research, as part of the wider national debate

To cantribute to the development of a national infrastructure supporting practice-2s-
research, at the interface!? between academic and other centres of art-making and its study &

-

! short written statement of the aims of

an organisation 2 move forward, advance

3 encourage people to accept * understanding
can be used a5 a countable noun in this
context S the basic knowledge shared by
everyone working in the areas  question

7 influential number ® initiate, cause to
scart ? provide knowledge that can influence
9 basic systems and support services

" standards; singular = criterion ' place
where two things come together and affect
each other
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SAMPLE 1. Letter of General Statement
Like any young lady who is striving for the excellence I am planning to continue my education abroad and I like the idea of using plenty of opportunities by educational systems worldwide which may help me considerably raise the level of education in a wide range of professional fields. One of the opportunities is that I may go overseas or to a country in Western Europe and enjoy western classical education. Anyway, there are positive and negative sides I might like or dislike in terms of my postmaster study abroad.
On the one hand, it’s the fact that universities in Western Europe and overseas have been practicing to plan and realize their own curricula to fit the needs of the modern labour market. If I enter a university that allows me to be involved into building up my postmaster curriculum, I may work out a study plan to meet my every aspiration and hope for excellence in every subject I am interested in. And I am very much happy about the fact that there will be an international student academic advisor available to assist me at the university of my choice. This is the bright side of my study abroad that I like very much.

On the other hand, while studying abroad I may face a great deal of social and cultural differences of unexpected character what can possibly result in a cultural shock. I can’t say I am ignorant about other cultures since I traveled a bit before as a tourist. Nevertheless, I believe, it’s quite another thing to reside in a foreign country permanently for a couple or more months. I fear lest I should start feeling a sort of discomfort because of totally new social and cultural environment in the country of my academic placement. I may assume that a cultural shock can possibly happen to me while I am studying abroad and interfere with my academic success and university activities or even ruin realization of my study plan and this is what I dislike very much. 

Anyway, despite of some possible negative factors concerning a study abroad I am very much keen on the idea to go overseas or to Europe to continue my education as my country soon is going to be fully integrated into the system of education in Western Europe and my postmaster graduation certificate is sure to provide me with a wider range of opportunities in terms of my professional career.
SAMPLE 2. Motivation letter / Statement of Purpose.

I make a request to study at the University of Duesto within the Erasmus Mundus Program in order to develop my professional skills and experience.

I decided to take part in the exchange program after I had attended the educational orientation workshop at the Udmurt State University, Izhevsk (Russia). I have identified the University of Deusto on the list of Universities as the one that can offer a course of study to suit my professional and research objectives. As well, the opportunity to study at the University of Duesto goes very well with the international aspect of my study at the UdSU (Izhevsk) and matches my educational goals and objectives which include such special subjects as ‘international relations’, ‘migration’,’international law’ and ‘foreign languages’. 

Moreover, my advanced level of English and Spanish is sure to help me feel quite comfortable in academic environment in Spain. My foreign language skills will make it possible for me to acquire new friends at the University of Deusto. In addition, the experience of team work with the students from others countries will lead to realization of my intercultural communication skills and ensure the most beneficial way of cooperation. It is very essential for my future professional career. Later on it will give me an opportunity to make a great progress in my study at my University and, of course, help master my foreign languages. 

On my part, I am planning to organize and hold activities aimed at making our nations closer and more acknowledged about each other through sharing information on Russia, its culture, educational system and many other things.   Also, I would really like to take part in local cultural, social charitable activities as a volunteer to learn more about the modern Spain.  

Upon my return to Russia I will be happy to propagate my experience I acquired at the University Deusto in purpose to support and develop students exchanges and make them an effective instrument to promote people-to-people diplomacy and students’ academic mobility. 

SAMPLE 3.
Personal Statement
I want to take part in the Erasmus Mundus Program and be granted a scholarship as I am sure that being a part of this program is a unique chance that should not be missed. My study in Spain will allow me to learn more about the European educational system and explore other many opportunities to widen my horizons. 
Furthermore, as I am interested in learning about Spain as much as possible my decision to study at the University of Deusto is well-grounded and has great significance for me since there is no better way to learn more about the country but be in there. I am very much keen on learning about its history, the current political situation, its culture, the mentality of the people and especially on the perspective to master my Spanish through communication and personal experience.
My specialty at the Udmurt State University is ‘Regional Studies in Western Europe’ and I am, in particular, interested in international relations, political situation and the history of the Western Europe region, especially in the modern Spain.
The knowledge and personal experience I would gain while studying in one of the European countries will help me understand the origin of the intercultural challenges we are facing when we promote and maintain diplomatic contacts, international relations and people-to-people diplomacy. My being at the educational institution abroad will assist me to make my understanding of the current processes in Europe more profound and comprehensive. This is my target as it is the area of my studies now, and I hope my professional career will be related with these spheres.
I am quite ready to study abroad and I am not afraid of difficulties of any kind. My English and Spanish are good enough to get quickly adjusted to the academic environment and succeed in every task I will be after.  
Some words about the subjects I want to study at the University of Deusto. In the first place I would like to choose a course of foreign language such as English, Spanish and Basque. That is of great importance for me as I plan to practice a lot of translations and my study in Spain is sure to help me acquire great language skills. Other subjects I would like to take are the following: Nations, Identities and Frontiers; Globalisation, Citizenship and Intercultural Competence; Contemporary International Relations etc. These disciplines will give me a better comprehension of the structure of the international relations within the EU and a splendid opportunity to communicate with people of different cultures, with people who share different than mine values. 
More than that, I’d like to mention that University of Deusto will take advantage of my being there as a student. First of all, I am an international student and that is always interesting for universities. Secondly, I am a multilingual person – I know five languages: Russian, English, Castilian, Polish in a way, a little bit of German and my national language – Tatar. Another reason to state that it is to advantage of the University of Deusto is that I would be glad to take part in the extracurricular work and volunteer to take part in community-oriented programs as well as to present the local community with the facts of life, traditions and customs we enjoy here in Russia. I believe that upon my return back home I’ll be able to introduce my impressions of Spain to a wide audience both in Izhevsk and in the Udmurt Republic and thus continue on promoting friendly relations between our peoples.

SAMPLE 4. 
To: Professor Avigdor Scherz,

      Head of Plant Sciences Department

      Weizmann institute of Science, Tel-Aviv, Israel.

      September 02, 2013.

Motivation Letter for Postgraduate Study

My name is Ms. Julia Morozova. I am applying for a seat in the postgraduate course of study (Biology). My research interests include Immunology, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology. 

I graduated from Udmurt State University (Izhevsk, Russia), Faculty of Medical Biotechnology and currently I am specializing in Immunology and Cell Biology. I earned my Bachelor’s Degree in Biology at Department of Cell Biology at Udmurt State University and now I am pursuing to proceed in my professional career and perform scientific achievements and I am sure that my applying to become a part of the scientific community at Weizmann institute of Science is a unique chance that shouldn’t be missed. 

My Bachelor’s Degree research was devoted to study of the functional state assessment of neutrophils with cell biosensor that is the unique development of Udmurt State University. While doing my Bachelor’s Degree research I studied in a more profound way such sciences as Histology, Cytology, Molecular Biology, Immunohistochemistry, Flow Cytometry, Electron Microscopy, etc. and enjoyed excellent grades only.

Being a qualified biochemist with ten years flawless work experience I possess the following professional skills: ELISA, PCR, PCR real time, DFA, the study of the immune status, biochemical studies, immunohistochemical studies.
I feel a very high potential for entering the postgraduate school of Weizmann Institute of Science (Tel-Aviv, Israel). I look forward to being actively involved in any kind of work concerning the spheres of my scientific interests, for example the nature of cancer as well as new developments in cancer treatment. I strongly believe that my comprehension of the problem and professional experience in the sphere of Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Immunology and my vision of the problem will be useful in your scientific research.

I’ll be so much happy to see you as my scientific supervisor since your scientific achievements enjoy general acknowledgement all over the world. 

Upon completion of my study at Weizmann Institute of Science I plan to accomplish my postgraduate program thesis and if it’s possible under your supervision. 

As for my personality, I am a very responsible, hard-working, punctual and disciplined person. As a team member you are sure to find me a good colleague and a decent young lady.

I am so much hopeful to receive your note at your earliest opportunity as I am ready to join your team immediately upon your notice of acceptance. 

Thank you very much for considering the data I have provided and I hope to find my application approved by your office.  

I look forward to receiving your reply.

Sincerely, 

___________________

Ms. Julia Morozova
Keys:

[image: image4.emf]
